LIBERALISM  AND  THE  MONARCHY
they achieved power. And yet few parties have ever had a
finer chance of making a bold application of their principles
interpreted in their broadest sense. They had little to fear
from either Right or Left; Absolute Monarchy was utterly
discredited and Republicanism was still weak and not likely to
thrive if Liberals were able to show that their creed and system
were adequate for the obtaining of all that was really necessary
for the general welfare.
Much was bound to depend on the personality of the King.
He was indeed a monarch after the Liberals' own heart, in
that he had no intention of going beyond his constitutional
rights, but the Charter of 1830 still left undefined the crucial
point of ministerial responsibility, and was, in that and other
particulars, capable of a variety of interpretations. Events
conspired, after a period of hesitation and of personal rivalries,
to give the control of the country's destinies to the champion
of the narrowest and least Liberal of these interpretations,
Guizot, and it also turned out that Louis-Philippe was anxious
to use to the utmost any power the Charter gave him.
The perfect understanding of King and Prime Minister,
with the consequent ruthless elimination of all the latter's
rivals, was a disaster for France. Rarely in history has policy
been identified so closely with the strict preservation of things
as they are; no ministers or king ever have been so rigidly and
literally Conservative as Louis-Philippe and his ministers. It
would have seemed to any observer that all possible problems
had been exhausted and finally solved; the inertia of the
Government almost passed description. " At home everything
was to be done. Our code of laws required to be amended,
our commerce, our industry and our agriculture to be freed,
our municipal and commercial institutions to be created, our
taxation to be revised, and above all our parliamentary system
—under which out of 36,000,000 French only 200,000 had
votes, under which the Deputies bought a majority of the
200,000 electors and the King a majority of the 250 Deputies
—required absolute reconstitution. Louis-Philippe would not
allow anything to be done. If he could have prevented it we
should not have had a railroad. He would not allow the most
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